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radicahzation; in reality the concentration of the elements
making for revolution has been all the more determined. We
must keep in mind all the men on whom Rohm's Storm Troop
organization conferred the rank of Divisional Commanders and
Generals Commanding and Inspectors General. These were
no mere decorations. These men aspired to the creation of the
true revolutionary professional army, independent of the forces
of the State and firmly in the control of the party leaders.
These personal ambitions continue to exist, and the idea of the
party's new professional army was not quashed on that 3Oth
of June. The strength of the party leadership lies in its tenacious
persistence in any task, once it has recognized its necessity.
And it is altogether a vital matter for National Socialism to
possess its own professional army. Rohm was the first of the
German revolutionary Generals, but statements by others
besides Rohm in the same sense have come to my knowledge:
the innermost clique were clear and remain clear as to the
necessity of building up the new army entirely out of the one
element of National Socialism, and of giving it the character
of a mercenary army.
Rohm was acting on the strength of historic precedents. The
French Revolution produced its revolutionary armies with
then- special character of propagandists of revolution. The
clique inferred that the German revolution similarly needs
revolutionary armies with which to fulfil its mission in the
world; these armies must become the vital expression of the
new revolutionary outlook and its principal instrument of
propaganda. It has repeatedly been found in the past that
revolutionary campaigns cannot be conducted with reactionary
troops. Yet other historic analogies set Hitler thinking along
these lines. Spengler and other speculative historians have
developed the theory that in the new Caesarian epoch national
armies are in any case no longer the type of instrument
required, and that the army needed is one of legionaries sworn